
 

Minutes of the 
City of Portsmouth’s 

Trees and Public Greenery Committee Meeting 
July 8, 2026 

 
Present: Chair Patricia Bagley; Vice-Chair Michael Griffin; City Tree 
Supervisor/Arborist Maxwell Wiater; A. J. Dupere, Deborah Chag, and Ian Hanley. 
 
Members Excused: Public Works Director Peter Rice, Dennis Souto, Assistant Mayor 
Joanna Kelley-Adams, and Scott McDermott. 
 
Also Present: Stephanie Seacord 
 
 
Chair Bagley called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
 
1. Acceptance of the June 10 Meeting Minutes    

The minutes were approved unanimously as amended, 5-0. 
 
Note: Kyle VanAmberg’s last name was changed to Lombard, and the phrase about Ms. 
Chag being a member of the City’s Tree Walk was deleted. 
 
2. Tree Removal Requests 

 
• 67 Ridges Ct, revisiting from 6-10-26: 1 Norway maple, good condition, removal 

requested by Eversource, removal recommended by the City. A new home 
construction has prompted an upgrade to Eversource infrastructure. Residents of 
Ridges Ct have accepted the tree removal request and are satisfied with the current 
proposed plan from Eversource.  

 
Vice-Chair Griffin noted that the meeting with the City residents was very informative 
and that everyone offered suggestions. Resident Stephen Barndollar of 120 Ridges Ct 
was present and asked if there were options for removing the tree and whether there were 
options on where the light poles could go. Mr. Wiater said there were three options, two 
of which were not effective, so the third option was to remove the tree and replace the 
second pole in the same footprint as the current pole. He said the City would plant small 
ornamental trees in their right-of-way next spring. He said the new pole would be higher 
and the City had a legal easement. It was further discussed. 
 
Resident Judy Miller of 77 Hanover St said she appreciated that the two mature trees in 
front of the Hanover St Garage would be replaced.  
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Vice-Chair Griffin moved to accept the original request 
for removal of the Norway maple, seconded by Mr. Hanley. The motion passed 
unanimously, 5-0. 
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• 270 South St: 1 sugar maple, fair condition, removal requested by resident. Recent 
storm damage has prompted this request. A central leader failed from the top of the 
trunk and there is now a large wound exposing decayed wood. There are other cracks 
and cavities along the trunk. The crown of this tree has been raised several times, 
resulting in a canopy that will be difficult to effectively perform a retrenchment or 
end-weight reduction prune.  

 
Mr. Wiater abstained from the vote. Resident Kim Schroeder of 280 South St said the 
tree provided a lot of cooling shade and a habitat and that she and her wife preferred that 
it remain. Mr. Wiater said there was a significant leader that was rotten and came out. He 
said normally a heavy reduction pruning would be done, but for that particular tree it was 
not the best option because it had already been pruned quite a bit for clearance. It was 
discussed and decided that it would be better to remove the tree, especially for safety 
reasons. 
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Mr. Hanley moved to recommend removal of the tree, 
seconded by Mr. Dupere. The motion passed by a vote of 3-2, with Vice-Chair Griffin and 
Ms. Chag voting in opposition.  
 
Mr. Wiater then suggested getting another assessment and revisit this request in August. 
 
Mr. Hanley, who made the original motion, then moved to reconsider the removal 
request, which passed unanimously. 
 
There was further discussion about assessment. Mr. Dupere said the New Hampshire 
State community forest arborist Liz McKinley could do a tree risk assessment qualified 
(TRAQ) assessment and that the tree request could be revisited at the August meeting. 
 
Mr. Hanley then moved to table the removal request until August to allow for another 
assessment. Ms. Chag seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0.   
 
• Haven Park: 1 eastern hemlock, fair condition, removal requested by resident. The 

tree located near the center walkway has a basal wound that is decayed, and the 
canopy is thinning throughout.  
 

Mr. Wiater said the tree had foliage loss and decline throughout it, a basal wound with 
decay, and a lean. He said it could be monitored but thought it would continue to decline.  
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Ms. Chag moved to deny the request to remove the tree 
and instead continue to monitor it. Vice-Chair Griffin seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously, 5-0. 
 
• Hancock St at Marcy St: 1 green ash, 1 black locust, 1 red maple, poor conditions, 

removals requested and recommended by the City. The ash is showing signs of EAB 
infestation. Over 12” of the 20” DBH black locust is dead including root damage and 
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decline, and there is some carpenter ant activity. The red maple has declined, and 
after clearance pruning for the parking lot there will not be much canopy left to 
sustain the declining tree.   

 
Mr. Wiater explained each tree’s decline, as noted in the above description.  
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Vice-Chair Griffin moved to recommend removal of all 
three trees, seconded by Mr. Hanley. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
• Parrott Ave at Junkins Ave: 2 red maple, poor-to-fair conditions, removals 

requested and recommended by the City. Both trees are exhibiting signs of decline, 
though one tree can be pruned and monitored, but the other has more significant 
deadwood and lower in vigor. 

 
Mr. Wiater said one of the red maples could be pruned but recommended removing the 
other one.     
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Ms. Chag moved to recommend removal of the maple 
that was in poor condition and prune the second maple, seconded by Vice-Chair Griffin. 
The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
• Austin St at Union St: 1 little-leaf linden, poor condition, removal requested and 

recommended by the City. Recent storm damage has prompted this request. The tree 
has significantly declined and suffered from a stem failure.   

 
Mr. Wiater said the tree was in a harsh spot that had a lot of impervious surface and 
potential construction damage. 
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Ms. Chag moved to recommend removal of the tree and 
replant with something more charming, seconded by Mr. Hanley. The motion passed 
unanimously, 5-0. 
 
• 165 Richards Ave: 1 Norway maple, poor condition, removal requested and 

recommended by the City. Recent storm damage has prompted this request. This tree 
lost a significant leader resulting in 50% canopy loss, and a defect exists where the 
remaining leader is attached. The remaining leader has cracks along the stem.   

 
Mr. Wiater recommended that the tree be removed because it lost 50 percent of its 
canopy and was completely off balance.    
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Mr. Dupere moved to recommend removal of the tree, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Griffin. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
• 224 Elwyn Ave (on Sherburne Ave): 1 Norway maple, fair condition, removal 

requested and recommended by the City. Recent storm damage has prompted this 
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request. This tree is top heavy and weighted heavily over a structure. The absence of 
the neighboring tree may cause this tree to experience greater external forces due to 
the lack of protection. 

 
Mr. Wiater explained that the tree on the right of the Norway maple was not removed 
because it added protection to the tree, but the other half of it failed in the storm. He said 
consequently, both trees were being considered for removal.   
 
Chair Bagley asked for a motion. Vice-Chair Griffin moved to recommend removal of the 
tree, seconded by Mr. Hanley. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
3. New Business - Review of storm and damage that occurred on 6-18-26, including an 

optional site visit to Haven Park following the Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Wiater reviewed the trees that were lost in the storm, which included nine medium-
to-large trees in Haven Park, three Norway maple and a large weeping willow in 
Wentworth Cemetery, and several residents’ trees. Vice-Chair Griffin suggested that 
Haven Park be transformed into a park like Goodwin Park. He said he was concerned 
about the John Fitz monument that was blocked by two trees on Pleasant St and thought a 
professional could come up with a new landscape design so that the statue could be seen 
from the street. It was further discussed and decided that the suggestion would be 
reviewed with Mr. Rice when he returned. 
 
Other New Business 
 
Mr. Dupere said the catalpa tree on the corner of Spring and Broad Streets looked bad. 
Mr. Wiater said some compost tea application could be done. He said he did not think the 
crushed stone at the base of the tree was a problem and thought the damage was already 
done when the roots were cut. Vice-Chair Griffin asked if Mr. Rice sent the information 
to the Legal Department.  Mr. Wiater said he had not followed up with him. Ms. Chag 
said she would follow up with that. 
 
4. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday, August 12, 2026       
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joann Breault 
Trees and Greenery Committee Meeting Minutes Taker 

 



Portsmouth
Trees and Public 
Greenery Committee
August 12, 2026
Prepared by Max Wiater

Public Works Arborist Foreman



Tree Removal Request: 270 South St

1 sugar maple, fair condition, removal requested 
by resident. Recent storm damage has prompted 
this request. 

A central leader failed from the top of the trunk 
and there is now a large wound exposing 
decayed wood. There are other cracks and 
cavities along the trunk. The crown of this tree 
has been raised several times, resulting in a 
canopy that will be difficult to effectively perform 
a retrenchment or end-weight reduction prune.



Tree Removal Request: 270 South St 
continued

Sugar maple central leader failure 
location.



Tree Removal Request: 270 South St 
continued

Sugar maple defects between 
significant leaders on main stem of tree.



Tree Removal Request: 11 Oak St

1 silver maple, fair condition, removal 
requested by resident. Tree roots are 
exposed at the grade of the yard and is 
causing damage to the walkway. 
Mechanical damage to the roots has 
occurred, there is a cavity on the 
western side of the trunk, and there is 
minor canopy decline on small twigs.



Tree Removal Request: 11 Oak St 
continued

Surface-level roots are causing damage 
to the walkway making it difficult use, 
and roots in the grass are getting 
damaged.





UNDERGROUND DETENTION LAYOUT
(36) STORMTECH SC-310 CHAMBERS
(8) STORMTECH SC-310 END CAPS
INSTALLED WITH 6" COVER STONE, 6" BASE STONE, 40% STONE VOID
INSTALLED SYSTEM VOLUME: 1429 CF
AREA OF SYSTEM:   1190 FT²
PERIMETER OF SYSTEM: 182 FT

INSPECTION PORT

PROPOSED OUTLET STRUCTURE POS1 W/ WEIR
(SEE DETAIL)

75.14'

15
.8

3'

65.25'

12
.8

3'

12" PREFABRICATED END CAP PART# SC310EPE12B
TYP OF ALL SC-310 12" CONNECTIONS AND ISOLATOR ROWS

PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GRADE (TOP OF PAVEMENT/UNPAVED): 16.53
MINIMUM ALLOWABLE GRADE (UNPAVED WITH TRAFFIC): 10.53
MINIMUM ALLOWABLE GRADE (UNPAVED NO TRAFFIC): 10.03
MINIMUM ALLOWABLE GRADE (BASE OF FLEXIBLE PAVEMENT): 10.03
MINIMUM ALLOWABLE GRADE (TOP OF RIGID CONCRETE PAVEMENT): 10.03
TOP OF STONE: 9.03
TOP OF CHAMBER: 8.53
12" ISOLATOR ROW / BOTTOM CONNECTION INVERT: 7.28
6" BOTTOM CONNECTION INVERT: 7.24
BOTTOM OF CHAMBER: 7.20
BOTTOM OF STONE: 6.70

PLACE MINIMUM 12.5' OF ADS GEOSYNTHETICS
315WTK WOVEN GEOTEXTILE OVER BEDDING
STONE AND UNDERNEATH CHAMBER FEET FOR
SCOUR PROTECTION AT ALL CHAMBER INLET ROWS

PROPOSED STRUCTURE PDMH4

6" x 6" ADS N-12 BOTTOM MANIFOLD,
INV 0.50" ABOVE CHAMBER BASE

6" ADS N-12 DUAL WALL
PERFORATED HDPE UNDERDRAIN
(DESIGN / SIZE TBD BY ENGINEER)

THERMOPLASTIC LINER

6" x 6" ADS N-12 BOTTOM MANIFOLD,
INV 0.50" ABOVE CHAMBER BASE

NOTES:
1. ALL SECTIONS SHALL BE 4,000 PSI CONCRETE.
2. CIRCUMFERENTIAL REINFORCEMENT SHALL BE 0.12 SQUARE INCHES PER LINEAR FOOT

IN ALL SECTIONS AND SHALL BE PLACED IN THE CENTER THIRD OF THE WALL.
3. THE TONGUE AND THE GROOVE OF THE JOINT SHALL CONTAIN ONE LINE OF

CIRCUMFERENTIAL REINFORCEMENT EQUAL TO 0.12 SQUARE INCHES PER LINEAR
FOOT.

4. THE STRUCTURES SHALL BE DESIGNED FOR H20 LOADING.
5. CONSTRUCT CRUSHED STONE BEDDING AND BACKFILL UNDER (6" MINIMUM

THICKNESS)
6. THE TONGUE AND GROOVE JOINT SHALL BE SEALED WITH ONE STRIP OF BUTYL

RUBBER SEALANT.
7. PIPE ELEVATIONS SHOWN ON PLANS SHALL BE FIELD VERIFIED PRIOR TO

PRECASTING.
8. OUTSIDE EDGES OF PIPES SHALL PROJECT NO MORE THAN 3" BEYOND INSIDE WALL

OF STRUCTURE.
9. PRECAST SECTIONS SHALL HAVE A TONGUE AND GROOVE JOINT 4" HIGH AT AN 11°

ANGLE CENTERED IN THE WIDTH OF THE WALL AND SHALL BE ASSEMBLED USING AN
APPROVED FLEXIBLE SEALANT IN JOINTS.

10. ALL STRUCTURES WITH MULTIPLE PIPES SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM OF 12" OF INSIDE
SURFACE BETWEEN HOLES, NO MORE THAN 75% OF A HORIZNTAL CROSS SECTION
SHALL BE HOLES, AND THERE SHALL BE NO HOLES CLOSER THAN 3" TO JOINTS.

11. SEE DRAINAGE MANHOLE DETAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION (CORE HOLE SIZE,
MINIMUM FLOOR AND WALL THICKNESS, ETC.)
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KOR-N-SEAL
BOOT OR EQUAL
(TYP)

PROVIDE PRECAST
"V" OPENING

INVERT OF
STRUCTURE TO BE
CONCRETE CLASS "B"

MIN. 0.12 sq. in. STEEL PER
VERTICAL FOOT, PLACED
ACCORDING TO AASHTO

DESIGNATION M199

MORTAR ALL
JOINTS

ADJUST TO GRADE WITH
CONCRETE GRADE RINGS OR
CLAY BRICKS, FRAME TO BE
SET IN FULL BED OF MORTAR.
(2 COURSES MAX).

MANHOLE FRAME AND COVER
RIM=11.20

2' - 4'
ECCENTRIC TOP

30"

8" MIN.

5" MIN

5" MIN

SEE STRUCTURE
JOINTS DETAIL
(TYP.)

3/4' CRUSHED
STONE

6" MIN.
6" MIN.6" MIN.

12" HDPE INLET
INV.IN=7.20

WEIR ELEV.=8.15
TO BE CAST

INTEGRAL WITH UNIT

6"
MIN.

FINISH GRADE

4' ID

B

B

SECTION A-A

SECTION B-B

A

A

WEIR (SEE SECTION
VIEWS)

12" HDPE INLET
(SEE PLAN)

INV=7.20

PLAN VIEW

15" HDPE OUTLET
(SEE PLAN)

INV=6.55

6" HDPE
UNDERDRAIN INLET

(SEE PLAN)
INV=6.65

15" HDPE OUTLET
INV.OUT=6.55

OUTLET STRUCTURE DETAIL (POS1)
NO SCALE

STORMTECH SC-310 CHAMBER LAYOUT
NO SCALE

6" HDPE MANIFOLD INLET
(SEE PLAN)

INV=7.25

ISOLATOR ROW

LEVELING PAD (AS SPECIFIED BY WALL
DESIGNER)

DRAIN (AS SPECIFIED BY WALL
DESIGNER)

DRAINSTONE (AASHTO NO. 57 OR EQUIVALENT)
TO EXTEND AT LEAST 12" (305 MM) BEHIND
BLOCKS

NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE FABRIC
(IF SPECIFIED BY ENGINEER BASED ON
SITE SOIL CONDITIONS)

FILL WEDGE BETWEEN ADJACENT BLOCKS
WITH DRAINSTONE (ALL BLOCKS)
FILL VERTICAL CORE SLOT WITH
DRAINSTONE (PC BLOCKS)

SOLID BOTTOM BLOCK
BLOCK WIDTHS VARY WITH
DESIGN

MIDDLE BLOCK (TYPICAL)
BLOCK WIDTHS VARY WITH
DESIGN

EXPOSED WALL
(HEIGHT VARIES WITH

DESIGN)

MOVE BLOCKS FORWARD DURING
INSTALLATION TO ENGAGE SHEAR KNOBS
(TYPICAL)

RETAINED SOIL

BURY DEPTH

SETBACK = 1 58" (41 MM)
(5° BATTER ANGLE ON WALL)

TYPICAL GRAVITY RETAINING WALL
NO SCALE

TOP BLOCK

SEE SITE PLAN FOR
SURFACE TREATMENT

MOMENT SLAB CONNECTION

SEE SITE PLAN FOR
SURFACE TREATMENT

TYPICAL RETAINING WALL FENCE CONNECTION

FENCE OR RAILING POST CORE
AND GROUT OR CONNECT
WITH FLANGED BASE PLATE

ISOMETRIC VIEW

TYPICAL RETAINING WALL SECTION

NOTES:
1. RETAINING WALL SHALL BE BY REDI ROCK LEDGESTONE OR APPROVED EQUAL.
2. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT DESIGN AND CALCULATIONS FOR THE RETAINING WALL

THAT SHALL BE STAMPED BY A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER LICENSED IN THE STATE OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE. CALCULATIONS SHALL INCLUDE A GLOBAL STABILITY ANALYSIS.

3. MINIMUM DESIGN PARAMETERS:
- GLOBAL STABILITY FACTOR OF SAFETY = 1.3
- OVERTURNING FACTOR OF SAFETY = 1.5
- SLIDING FACTOR OF SAFETY = 1.5
- GEOGRID PULLOUT FACTOR OF SAFETY = 1.5
- SEISMIC FACTOR OF SAFETY = 1.1

4. WALL DESIGNS SHALL CONSIDER EFFECTS OF SLOPE, TRAFFIC LOADS, BUILDING LOADS,
GUARDRAIL AND/OR FENCING AS REQUIRED.

5. WALL DESIGN ENGINEER SHALL CONSIDER HEIGHT AND SPECIFY FENCE WHERE REQUIRED
6. ALL INSTALLATION PROCEDURES SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S

INSTALLATION MANUAL AND THE WALL DESIGN ENGINEER'S DESIGN PLANS AND
SPECIFICATIONS.

7. THE WALL DESIGN ENGINEER SHALL COMPLETE SUFFICIENT INSPECTIONS DURING
CONSTRUCTION TO CERTIFY WORK IS COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DESIGN.

8. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT AS-BUILT DRAWINGS OF WALL WITH WALL DESIGNER'S
CERTIFICATION TO OWNER.

9. CONTRACTOR SHALL DIRECT SURFACE RUNOFF AWAY FROM THE WALL DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

10. ANY SURFACE DRAINAGE FEATURES, FINISH GRADING, PAVEMENT OR OTHER SURFACE
TREATMENT SHALL BE INSTALLED IN THE AREA OF THE WALL IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE WALL
IS COMPLETE OR OTHER MEASURES SHALL BE TAKEN TO PROTECT THE WALL FROM RUNOFF.

11. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUPPLY SAMPLE TO THE OWNER FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO WALL
CONSTRUCTION.

11. FINAL DESIGN PLANS OF WALL SHOWING  FENCING. SHALL BE SUBMITTED WITH THE FINAL
DESIGN PLANS.

12. CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY IF A BUILDING PERMIT IS REQUIRED ONCE DESIGN IS
COMPLETE.

13. FINAL RETAINING WALL MATERIAL AND STYLE SHALL BE REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY
OWNER, ARCHITECT, AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

4' DECORATIVE FENCE

CENTER TREE IN TREE GRATE
OPENING

PLANT TREE WITH ROOT FLARE 1"
ABOVE FINISHED GRADE AFTER
SETTLEMENT

3" MIN DEPTH OF 3/8" CRUSHED
STONE TO TOP OF TREE GRATE OR

TREE GRATE ASSEMBLY, IRONSMITH #6006,
60" SQUARE CAST IRON GRATE & FRAME
#6000F

PAVERS
SIDEWALK,
TYP.

4" DIA. PERFORATED ADS WATER
AND AERATION PIPE, CENTER IN
CRUSHED STONE LAYER ABOVE
STRUCTURAL SOIL

SAND BASED STRUCTURAL SOIL

EDGE OF STRUCTURAL SOIL
TRENCH

TREE GRATE BOLTED TO FRAME AT
INSTALLATION, SET FLUSH WITH

FINISHED PAVING GRADE

STREET CURB, TYP.

UNDISTURBED
EXISTING SUBGRADE
OR COMPACTED FILL

NOTES:
1. PLANTING DETAILS ARE INTENDED TO INDICATE CONSTRUCTION RELATED TO VARIOUS STREETSCAPE

ELEMENTS. ACTUAL LOCATIONS OF STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS MAY VARY FROM THOSE SHOWN. SEE PLANS.
2. FINISHED GRADE OF TREE GRATES AND FRAMES SHALL BE FLUSH WITH SURROUNDING PAVEMENT.
3. LIMB BRANCHES TO PROVIDE CLEAR PEDESTRIAN ZONE TO 7'-0" ABOVE FINISH GRADE.
4. SCARIFY ALL SOIL MARGINS TO DEPTH OF 6".

BRICK BAND, TYP.BRICK BAND,
TYP.

TREE PLANTING AND TREE GRATE
NO SCALE

TREE GUARD, IRONSMITH M-13, POWDER COATED
BLACK

16"
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